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applicable. It is useless for the butcher, is small boned and possesses a
fine, highly pigmented skin. The udder is well-shaped and generally
speaking the breed is fairly robust. The milk yield per annum is approxi-
mately 650 gallons with an average fat content of 5 per cent. The fat
globules of the milk are extremely large and the breed is very popular
for its dairying qualities, particularly in the South of England. The
colour is yellow or yellowish fawn, generally with patches of white. The
nose is white and the horns, which are small or medium, are amber in
colour. In many cases a bonus of 4d. per gallon is paid for the milk of this
breed.
(6)  Kerry
This breed is a native of County Kerry and the hilly districts of Western
Ireland where it has existed for a long period. It is a very economical
animal, often being termed " the poor man's cow," and it is suitable for
the owner of poor land and slender means. Its average live weight is 850 Ib.
with an approximate annual yield of 550 gallons of milk which has an
average butter-fat content of 4 per cent. It possesses a hardy constitution
and is said to be immune from milk fever whilst many people prefer its
milk to that of the Channel Islands Breeds. The colour is entirely black,
with white horns. It is active and hardy but does not appear to have
attained great popularity in this country. It has long legs and its angularity
are characteristic while the udder tends to become slightly pendulous.
(7)  Dexter
This is the smallest breed of dairy cow which is believed to have been
developed from the Kerry, as it originated in Ireland. The average live
weight is 650 Ib. It is a smallholder's cow rather than one for the commercial
dairy farmer. Quite a few pedigree herds are kept in this country, but
they are not widely distributed. They do not always breed true to type.
The colour is either black or red, the horns being black-tipped and rather
long. The legs are short and the udders are inclined to be pendulous.
Difficulties in milking are common owing to the low set udders. The average
annual milk yield is 550 gallons with a butter-fat percentage of 4-0.
(8)  Ayrshire
This is the Scottish dairy breed, first improved by John Dunlop at the
beginning of the nineteenth century, which possesses a well-deserved reputa-
tion for being an excellent milk producer. The animals have shapely, compact
udders with medium-sized teats, and the horns are of fair size, growing
upwards and outwards and turning back towards the tips. They have
slender forequarters and wide hips, and the general colour is white in well-
defined patches, shared with red, brown, yellow or black markings. Black
and white or brindled animals are not favoured, and a white background
with red markings appears to be the most popular colour. The nose is
dark-coloured. This breed is probably the best all-round dairy type, and
during the last few years it has become extremely popular. They are
almost useless as beef producers although they are more easily fattened
than the Channel Islands' breeds. There are, throughout the country, a
large number of attested Ayrshire herds and these form reservoirs from
which tubercle-free cattle can be drawn. They are hardy animals, and are
good foragers, very dependable and can adapt themselves to a variety of